
	
 

COMMUNITY INSIGHTS 
	

 
The Community Chest convened the first Community Issues Summit on June 19, 2017. Gathering 
local citizens, nonprofit, business, community, and government leaders, we worked together to 
understand the issue of Hunger here and generate solutions for our community. 
 
Part I: Learned about Hunger and how it affects people in our area 
Jennifer Johnson, a local expert who serves as Director of Communications & Community Outreach, 
Center for Food Action, described the issue of Hunger as it is experienced in eastern Bergen County: 
https://youtu.be/9tsyI0aGkOk  
 
Part II: Described current and ideal future states and generated ideas to bridge them 
In a breakout session moderated by Lynne Algrant, CEO of the Bergen Volunteer Center, participants 
engaged in a guided discussion on a focus question. We described the current situation in our area 
regarding the issue and then imagined what the ideal future state could look like. Then we came up with 
ideas that would make progress to move our community from the current situation closer to the ideal 
future state. This work is summarized below. 
 
HUNGER Focus Question: How can we work collaboratively as a community to increase 
accesss to affordable nutritious food? 
Current State Future State 

Most people are unaware that hunger is a serious 
problem in eastern Bergen County--food insecurity 
here is under the radar, hidden, and stigmatized. 

We make our area into a "Hunger Free Zone," 
raising awareness and getting community buy-in 
on actions that move towards this goal. 

Hunger is chronic, and food charity approaches 
don't address the root cause of poverty. 

People in our community earn livable wages and 
have social support needed to thrive. 

There is widespread malnutrition and many poor 
people don't know how to make healthy meals. 

Our community supports healthy eating through 
targeted nutrition education and food wisdom 
outreach. 

Healthy food is more expensive so it is harder to 
get. At the same time, there is a tremendous 
amount of food waste in our area.  

We have innovative systems to prevent food 
waste by redirecting healthy food to people who 
need it. 

Bridging Actions that Move Our Community Toward Future State 
Build upon healthy shopping, cooking, and eating education 

Launch a hunger free zone movement 

Build upon living wage or 15-hour movement. 

Create a community and personal gardening support network. 

Partner with stores and party venues to prevent food waste, such as text alert notification system. 

	
Part III: Provided input and prioritized the most impactful actions to take next 
In the final part of the Summit, the whole group got back together to listen to reports from the breakout 
sessions, select their priority for the top bridging action, and then give insights and advice for next steps 
on this work. Top priority we heard for Hunger was: Create system for redirecting food waste 
 
Going forward, The Community Chest will use the collective thinking from the Summit inform its funding, 
training, and collaboration efforts. For more information and to stay abreast of this initiative, follow 
us on Facebook. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/9tsyI0aGkOk
https://www.facebook.com/communitychestofenglewood/

