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2018 marks a major anniversary of The Community Chest. In 1933, during the
Great Depression, community leaders, led by Elizabeth Cutter Morrow, wanted to
establish a nonprofit dedicated to raising funds from other neighbors and
community members who could make contributions to local organizations that
would be able to provide them assistance in their time of need.

Visit our newVisit our new  websitewebsite!!

The Community Chest recently launched a newly designed website. The site has been designed

with you in mind. We focused on easy access to our content, streamlined menus and simplified

navigation. You will quickly notice enhanced photos and menus leading you to the information

you want to learn more about. Browse our expanded online content and keep yourself up-to-

date on what we’re up to you in your community. Bookmark our site and come v isit us often!

View our website

85 years of "Neighbors Helping Neighbors"85 years of "Neighbors Helping Neighbors"

The Community Chest is celebrating its
85th anniversary this year. We are so
grateful that through the generous
support of our community we have
been able to continue our work for
nearly a century. Our founders
recognized a need for a community
chest during the Great
Depression. These early v isionaries, led
by local luminary Elizabeth Cutter
Morrow, galvanized a local movement
inspiring neighbors to contribute to our
newly formed nonprofit that would make
contributions to local groups that could help neighbors in need.

We’ve looked back at our inspiring history and are so proud to share that we’ve funded over
100 nonprofits since our founding. Neighbors like you have enabled us to grant over $11 million
toward the work of these important agencies. So much gratitude is shared by our
grantees. Most importantly, they tell us about the positive impact it has for their clients and so
often express, “we couldn’t have done it without you”. And, we couldn’t do it without our
generous donors. Thank you.  We are so honored to be part of a community that has been
taking care of its less fortunate members for over eight decades.

http://www.thecommunitychestebc.org
http://www.thecommunitychestebc.org


Happy  A nniversary  to us!Happy  A nniversary  to us!

This year we’ve been enthusiastically celebrating our
partner nonprofits’ successes and the caring neighbors
that help make their work possible. We kicked off the
year with an art exhibit and educational program in
collaboration with Bergen PAC. Young artists
showcased their work and held free classes in creating
“still lifes” for middle and high school students from
local schools. The students were thrilled to receive
instruction from up and coming artists that they
responded to as role models for a commitment to art
and creativ ity.    

85th A nniversary  Gala85th A nniversary  Gala

Our 85t h Anniversary Gala in April attracted
more than 200 attendees. It was our most
successful fundraising event to date! News
Anchor, Lori Stokes and Antiques Roadshow
appraiser, Nick Dawes were in attendance
helping to celebrate the evening and our
successes. 

Local businesses, community leaders and
indiv iduals shared in the festiv it ies. The Young

People’s Chorus from the JCC Thurnauer School of Music performed, captivating the audience
with their talent. We were so pleased to have an agency we support participate in our special
evening.  We recognized three outstanding honorees for their generous commitment to our
work: ConnectOne Bank, Rotary Club of Englewood, and Richard and Swati Engel. The proceeds
from this commemorative evening helped bring us closer to fulfilling to our commitment to
increase funding to local nonprofits this year.

The ElizabethsThe Elizabeths

It was a year to pay homage to our founder, Elizabeth Cutter Morrow. 

In May, we hosted a luncheon honoring our very own Elizabeth and two others that have made
incredible contributions to our community and society - Founder of Elisabeth Morrow School
(EMS), Elisabeth Morrow Morgan, and suffragette Elizabeth Cady Stanton.

Fitt ingly, the venue was EMS and included granting scholarships to two outstanding high school
seniors, Nicole Matsavnove, Finance Academy at Dwight Morrow School and Michell Yu,
Cresskill High School. 

Three outstanding women leaders, Assemblywoman, Valerie Vainieri Huttle, YWCA CEO, Helen
Archantou and Educator, Dr. Jeanne Clark Rance gave inspiring presentations at the
event.  Guests included leading nonprofit and business women from the community.



Elizabeth Cady Stanton
1815-1902 Elizabeth Cutter Morrow
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Fall, 2018Fall, 2018

Exhibit at Englewood Library
There are still two opportunities remaining to celebrate this commemorative year with us! We
are planning an historical exhibit about The Community Chest at the Englewood Public
Library. You are inv ited to join us on September 6 at 6:30 pm for opening remarks and light
refreshments. The exhibit runs from September 6 – September 29. Be sure to stop by Englewood
Public Library, 31 Engle Street, Englewood, to catch this historical perspective on our work.

Annual Oktoberfest
On October 18t h we will host our 3rd annual
Oktoberfest at the Englewood Field Club. This fun
evening features a great selection of craft beers
and delicious Bavarian fare. This year’s event will
be extra special as it will mark the end of an
exciting year of celebrations and tributes to the
work we’ve done in our community through the
generosity of “neighbors helping neighbors”. Join
us. Visit our website to learn more and purchase
tickets.

New to The Community  ChestNew to The Community  Chest

New Grantees
This year we are granting a record $220,000 in
grants. This is the largest sum we’ve ever
allocated in a single year and represents an
impressive 10% increase over last year’s
allocations. We are so grateful for our donors that
are enabling us to serve even more people in
need in our community.

Awards will be div ided between 23 agencies with
the greatest percentage granted to programs
serv ing children followed by organizations
prov iding health and mental health serv ices. A
complete list of grantees may be found on our website. You’ll find five “new” grantees on this
year’s roster that we are thrilled to be able to fund this year.

View 2018-2019 Grantees

New Board Members

http://www.thecommunitychestebc.org
http://files.constantcontact.com/5d63f142401/f1761bbb-d31d-4cc9-918f-7b4a4e11272e.pdf


The Community Chest added four new
members to our Board of Managers this
year. They are:

Marla Isackson – Marla is a business owner that resides in Tenafly with her husband, Rob, an
attorney and former board member of The Chest.

Erin Riggins – Erin is a marketing executive for Verizon. She and her husband, Jay, an attorney,
reside in Englewood with their three children.

Melanie Simon – Melanie is a recently retired business owner of nutrit ional products. She is very
active in local government and resides in Englewood Cliffs.

John Wilkens – John is a senior executive in the insurance industry with Robert W ilkens
Insurance. John and his wife and two children reside in Demarest

The Community  ChestThe Community  Chest
Leadership – I ssues SummitLeadership – I ssues Summit

In June 2017, The Community Chest hosted an
Issues Summit that brought together leaders in the
local community to focus on the most pressing
issues affecting people in eastern Bergen
County. The focus issues included aging, mental
health, education and hunger. We continue to
collaborate with local nonprofits on developing
plans to work together on these issues.
 
We have exciting news specific to our progress on
the issue of hunger. A group of professionals
convened post-summit identifying the need for
behavioral change in food purchasing and
consumption for clients of local food banks. A new
committee “The Partnership for Healthy Eating”
has been formed and is developing a program to
teach these clients to prepare healthy foods,
eliminate unhealthy food choices and ultimately
control obesity and the incidence of obesity and
health-related risks. 

There are ambitious plans for this init iative that will
include opportunities for members of the
community to get involved with helping neighbors
improve their health outcomes through nutrit ious
food preparations. 
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