
 
 

COMMUNITY INSIGHTS 
 

The Community Chest convened the first Community Issues Summit on June 19, 2017. Gathering local 
citizens, nonprofit, business, community, and government leaders, we worked together to understand key 
challenges around Education here and generate solutions for our community. 
 
Part I: Learned about Education and how it affects people in our area 
Elizabeth Corsini, a local expert who served as Director of the School Based Youth Service Program of Bergen 
Family Center, described the impact of trauma on educational outcomes in eastern Bergen County, Part 1: 
https://youtu.be/Id7axKpbwt8  and Part 2: https://youtu.be/jVYFURMGtQ0  
 
Part II: Described current and ideal future states and generated ideas to bridge them 
In a breakout session moderated by Kirsten Richert, participants engaged in a guided discussion on a focus question. 
We described the current situation in our area regarding the issue and then imagined what the ideal future state could 
look like. Then we came up with ideas that would help us work collaboratively to make progress that moved us from 
the current situation closer to the ideal future state. This work is summarized below. 
 

EDUCATION Focus Question: How can we work collaboratively as a community to strengthen social-
emotional development and support of school-age children? 

Current State Future State 

Some programs to address social-emotional wellness 
exist, but many students here do not have support for 
stress and unresolved trauma that interferes with 
learning. 

Our students are ready to learn because they have 
comprehensive support for social-emotional wellness 
through our community organizations and institutions. 

There is a lack of awareness of and access to resources 
and support for students' social-emotional wellness. 
There is a lack of coordination between school and 
community supports for students, and we don't know 
what needs to be done to improve it.  

We have a concrete action plan to build strong school-
community relationships that foster students' social-
emotional wellness. We have an up-to-date database of 
local services that helps people take advantage of 
services. 

Many educators and professionals don't know about the 
effects of trauma and the value of supporting students' 
social-emotional wellness. 

Professionals in our schools and community 
organizations understand how trauma affects learning 
and what they can do.  

Our area is characterized by deep racial and economic 
disparities that disproportionately affect how students 
are treated.  

Our institutions have prioritized social-emotional 
wellness and are committed to creating cultures of 
caring including a restorative approach to discipline. 

Parents aren't effectively getting help due to stigma, lack 
of understanding, and difficulty advocating for 
themselves and their families.  

Parents understand the relationship between wellness 
and learning, are effective advocates, and are actively 
participating in schools and community organizations for 
the benefit of their children. 

Bridging Actions that Move Our Community Toward Future State 
Create a coalition of community organizations working together on social-emotional wellness for children here. 

Provide training for teachers and school staff on the impact of trauma and how they can address it. 

Create a database of available local social-emotional wellness resources and share it. 

Offer education for parents about social-emotional issues, available support, and ways to advocate for their families. 

	
Part III: Provided input and prioritized the most impactful actions to take next 
In the final part of the Summit, the whole group got back together to listen to reports from the breakout sessions, 
select their priority for the top bridging action, and then give insights and advice for next steps on this work. Top 
priority we heard for Education was: Educate community about resources for social-emotional wellness.  
 
Going forward, The Community Chest will use the collective thinking from the Summit inform its funding, training, and 
collaboration efforts. For more information and to stay abreast of this initiative, follow us on Facebook. 

https://youtu.be/Id7axKpbwt8
https://youtu.be/jVYFURMGtQ0
https://www.facebook.com/communitychestofenglewood/

